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 OPERATING RULES

THE LMEA FLYING CLUB INCORPORATED

These rules supersede all previous rules and are effective as of 10 September 2009. All of the Club Operating Rules apply equally to regular and associate members, except where specifically noted otherwise.  Violation of Club rules may be cause for suspension from the Club or may subject a member to such disciplinary action deemed appropriate by the Board of Directors.

A. GENERAL

1. All members shall abide by Federal Aviation Regulations, local field regulations, and these Operating Rules when operating Club aircraft.

2. At no time will Club equipment be used, in any manner whatsoever, for business purposes for any individual, firm, or company (including Lockheed Aircraft Corporation and any division thereof).

3. None of the Club airplanes shall be used for glider towing, banner towing, parachute jumping, cargo hauling, or similar purposes.  No one is authorized to make any changes in the configuration of the airplane, such as removal of doors for parachute jumping or removal of seats for cargo carrying.

4. No person other than Club members in good standing shall operate Club aircraft except FAA or Designee Flight Examiners giving check-rides or Non-Club, currently certified Flight Instructors, approved by the Board of Directors, giving instruction to Club members.

5. Operation from the right seat may only be done by Club approved instructors, FAA or Designee Flight Examiners and Club members with a log book endorsement for right seat operation from a Club approved Instructor.

6. No form of animal life shall be allowed aboard Club aircraft.

7. The members have the right to appeal before the Board of Directors for any specific Operating Rule that they deem unjust or inequitable for their particular set of circumstances.

8. No person shall be permitted to smoke in Club aircraft. Club members will ensure that all passengers adhere to this rule.

9. No member shall hand prop the aircraft.

10. All club airplanes are grounded when the outside air temperature (OAT) falls below 20 degrees Fahrenheit.  They will remain grounded until the OAT increases above 32 degrees Fahrenheit.  The ONLY exception is if preheat is available, i.e. aircraft is parked in a hangar or engine compartment otherwise maintained above 20 degrees Fahrenheit, then the aircraft may be flown.

B. PILOT QUALIFICATIONS

11. Before being eligible to operate (manipulate the flight and/or ground controls of) Club aircraft, as pilot in command, a member must meet the following requirements of the Club and/or the Club's insurance carrier. A member may receive dual flight instruction in Club aircraft from a Club-approved certificated flight instructor to meet these requirements.

e) For all Club aircraft, the insurance policy applies only while a Club aircraft is being operated by one of the following pilots who holds a currently effective Pilot Certificate (unless a pre-solo student pilot) issued by the FAA:
i) Commercial Pilots in the employ of an FAA-approved aircraft repair station in connection with inspections or repairs to be or that have been performed on the insured aircraft; or by an FAA inspector or any Club-approved Certificated Flight Instructor while accompanied by a Club member for the purpose of instructing that person.

ii) Any Club member who meets all of the following requirements:

(1) Has a current and effective medical certificate (unless a pre-solo student pilot);

(2) Satisfies the FAA's flight review requirements;

(3) Has received a checkout from, and written approval of, a Club-approved certificated flight instructor in a Club aircraft of the same make and model as the aircraft to be operated.

12. In addition to the pilot requirements above for operating all Club aircraft, the following requirements must be met to operate the Club's Cessna R182, N2739C, as pilot in command:

e) Any Club member who meets all of the following requirements:

i) Has a Private, Commercial, or Air Transport Pilot certificate;

ii) Has at least 150 hours of total logged flight time;

iii) Has at least the following logged pilot time in the same make and model as the insured aircraft prior to acting as pilot in command:

(1) 10 hours if member has less than 50 hours of logged flight time in retractable gear aircraft;

(2) 5 hours if member has 50 hours or more of logged flight time in retractable gear aircraft;

(3) One hour logged flight time and a check out from, and written approval of, a Club-approved certificated flight instructor in the same make and model if member has at least 500 hours total flight time and 100 hours in retractable gear aircraft.

(4) At lease three (3) hours logged flight time in the same make and model as the insured aircraft in the preceding 180 days, or has taken and passed a currency check-out in the insured aircraft, and obtained written approval from a Club CFI in the preceding 45 days.

f) A member must obtain the one time logbook signoff to act as pilot in command of high performance aircraft, or present evidence of the grandfathered requirements per the FARs to the Chief Flight Instructor.

13. All members must pass a written test administered by the Chief Flight Instructor or his/her designee to be eligible for and prior to operating a complex aircraft in the Club.

14. Instructor qualifications are the same as above for the aircraft to be operated, plus 25 hours pilot-in-command time in complex aircraft and a check flight by the Chief Flight Instructor.

15. Written verification must be provided by all pilots for flight time requirements specified above.

C. RECENT EXPERIENCE REQUIREMENTS

16. Any member who has not flown as pilot-in-command in an aircraft for a total of three hours in the past six months must get a recheck by a Club-approved Instructor or a check pilot approved by the Board of Directors in one of the Club airplanes before flying solo or as pilot-in-command again.

17. Any member who has not acted as pilot-in-command in Type (C172, C182RG, etc.) of Club aircraft for one hour and logged at least 3 takeoffs and 3 landings in the previous 12 calendar months must obtain a check ride in that type aircraft from a Club-approved Instructor before acting as pilot-in-command in that type aircraft.  
18. Before carrying passengers or flying cross-country (more than 50 NM) in Club aircraft, each member must have logged 3 takeoffs and 3 landings in the previous 90 days in that category aircraft.

19. No club member may act as pilot in command under IFR or in weather conditions less than the minimums prescribed for VFR, unless within the preceding 6 calendar months, that person has: For the purpose of obtaining instrument experience in an aircraft, performed and logged under actual or simulated instrument conditions, either in flight in the appropriate category of aircraft for the instrument privileges sought or in a flight simulator or flight training device that is representative of the aircraft category for the instrument privileges sought—Before flying IFR, Performed At least six instrument approaches; Holding procedures; and Intercepting and tracking courses through the use of navigation systems.
20. Each member is required to have a check ride with a Club-approved Instructor at least every 12 calendar months, dating from his last check ride of any kind in Club aircraft.  No two consecutive annual check rides may be taken with the same Instructor.  This rule does not apply to members who are Club-approved Flight Instructors.

21. Before flying Club aircraft at night (1 hour after sunset to 1 hour before sunrise), each member must have logged at least 1 hour flight time at night as pilot-in-command in the previous 12 calendar months including 10 takeoffs and 10 landings in class or take a night recheck with a Club-approved Instructor.  Before carrying passengers or flying cross-country (more than 50 NM) at night, a member must have logged at least 3 takeoffs and 3 landings to a full stop at night in that category aircraft in the previous 90 days.

22. A pilot must have 250 hours pilot-in-command time in airplanes and 10 hours in make and model of which a minimum of five (5) hours are cross-country to be authorized to make out-of-country flights.

23. To maintain his status as a Club-approved Instructor, each certificated Flight Instructor must have revalidated his instructor certificate with the FAA using any of the approved methods per the FARs and has taken a check ride with Chief Flight Instructor within the previous 24 calendar months.  

NOTE:  All flight time and takeoffs and landings required in these Operating Rules must be logged in the member's Pilot Logbook.

D. CHECK-OUT PROCEDURES

24. Before flying a Club aircraft as pilot-in-command and after meeting the qualifications in "B" above, each member must be checked out by a Club-approved Instructor and a Club check ride form submitted to the Scheduling Officer.  All Club check rides (initial check out, check out in type, night check, and annual check) shall be given only by Club-approved Instructors.  A list of Club-approved Instructors may be obtained from the Secretary.  Required ground instruction, procedures, and maneuvers for a valid day check out in Club aircraft will be based on the procedures outlined in the latest issue of Publication FAA-S-8081-1, PRIVATE PILOT PRACTICAL TEST STANDARDS for AIRPLANE SINGLE-ENGINE LAND (available at most FBOs or for sale by the Superintendent of Documents, U.S.  Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 20402).

25. A separate daytime check flight is required for each different type of aircraft, i.e., Cessna 172, Skylane 182 RG.  Requirements for check out in complex aircraft (Skylane 182 RG) are specified in Section B-2.

26. A night check out by a Club-approved Instructor is required before flying Club aircraft at night.  For private or higher-rated pilots, any of the Club's airplanes in which the member has been checked out for day flying can be flown at night after a night check out in any one of them.  The Board of Directors may waive such night check out on presentation to them of satisfactory evidence showing sufficient previous night flying experience.

27. Upon satisfactory completion of an original check ride and upon completion of subsequent check rides (same type)# the member shall have the check pilot date and sign the member's logbook attesting to this fact.

28. Check Rides, Procedures, and minimum requirements:

e) The purpose of the check ride is to establish the efficiency of the pilot being checked.  Therefore, the check ride will in general cover the requirements of FAA-S-8081-1, PRIVATE PILOT PRACTICAL TEST STANDARDS for AIRPLANE SINGLE-ENGINE LAND. As outlined in the Flight Test Guide, acceptable standards will be required on the LMEA check ride including the basic premise that "the pilot will demonstrate that he is the master of the aircraft and the successful outcome of the maneuver is never seriously in doubt."  Specific items to be covered on Club check rides are listed on the Club-approved check ride form.

f) As outlined in the Flight Test Guide, failure of any portion of the check ride constitutes a failure of the entire check ride.  In the event a member fails a check ride, his instructor will notify the Chief Flight Instructor and that member shall not fly a Club aircraft until:

i) He has passed a ride with the Instructor who failed him, or

ii) He has passed a check ride with the Chief Flight Instructor.

g) The Chief Flight Instructor will keep the Scheduling Officer informed as to the current member check ride status.

E. PREFLIGHT AND FLIGHT RULES

29. Flight plans must be filed with the FAA office nearest to point of departure on all flights of 100 NM or more.

30. Student pilots shall not make any cross-country flights to a distance or destination more than 150 nautical miles from home airport, and shall be allowed to make only those cross-country flight necessary to meet the requirements for a private pilot's certificate, and in no event will the student pilot plan or schedule over-night cross-country flights.

31. Prior to flying any Club aircraft, the member shall perform a thorough preflight inspection on the aircraft in accordance with a Club-approved checklist or as outlined in the owner's manual.

32. A checklist approved by the Board of Directors shall be used for each flight.

33. Before or after flight, a member shall note any known or observed defect in Club equipment in the squawk sheet for the aircraft and notify the Maintenance Officer or a Board Member as soon as possible.  

34. Any member is authorized to ground an aircraft if he finds a defect that he considers serious enough to render the aircraft unsafe for flight.  He shall place a notice to this effect on or by the magneto switch and in the daily log.  Return of the aircraft to flight status shall be accomplished only by the Maintenance Officer or an FAA-certificated mechanic who shall enter corrective action, return to flight status, and his signature in the aircraft's daily log book and in the aircraft's permanent log where appropriate.  Any member flying in the aircraft before it has been properly returned to flying status as stated above will incur suspension of all Club privileges.

35. The member checking out the aircraft shall be responsible for it until such time as it is tied down and locked at its home base.  The member shall ensure that the tie down facilities at the FBO or elsewhere meet reasonable strength criteria prior to leaving the aircraft.

36. It is the member's responsibility to have the aircraft refueled after each flight unless the member using it next requests otherwise or unless the gas pumps are closed after returning at night.  If the airplane was not refueled for any reason, the member shall note "NOT GASSED" in a conspicuous manner in the aircraft daily log sheet.

37. Landings and takeoffs in club airplanes are only permitted from designated aerodromes that are greater than or equal to 2500 feet in length, except in an emergency.  Designated aerodromes are those aerodromes depicted on current aeronautical charts.  Instructor proficiency flights and dual instruction flights are exempt from the minimum field length requirement of this rule.
38. Speed restrictions must not be exceeded.  No aerobatics other than those authorized by the manufacturer are permitted in Club aircraft.

39. All members will adhere to the crosswind component chart, which is incorporated in the checklist book in each aircraft, for taxiing and takeoff procedures during crosswind conditions.

40. Under no circumstances shall a Club member move or position a club aircraft by pushing, pulling, or sitting on the horizontal stabilizer, dorsal fin, or fuselage, nor will he permit line personnel to do so.

F. RESERVATION LIMITATIONS

41. GENERAL

e) Only active members or associates in good standing will be allowed to make and/or retain reservations.  Members on an inactive status cannot hold or schedule flight reservations in Club airplanes.

f) A primary reservation entitles the holder to the first use of a given airplane during the time reserved.

g) Members shall not schedule reservations for more than one airplane in the same time period.

h) The Cessna 172 designated as the Club primary training aircraft shall not be scheduled for cross-country flights of more than four days or in excess of (4) hours on weekend days and/or holidays, except for student pilots making cross-country flights required by FAA regulations.

i) Except for unavoidable weather and/or mechanical delays, no aircraft will be kept away from its home base airport for a period exceeding 12 consecutive days.  

42.  RESERVATION LIMITATIONS

e) At any given time, a member can have no more than five (5) total reservations for future flights as limited by the scheduling system.  

f) No more than three (3) of a member’s reservations may be for cross-country flights of any duration as defined in the table below.  Student pilots may have only one cross-country reservation at a time.

g) Members will not be allowed to schedule flights more than one (1) year in advance.
h) Types, durations, minimum charges, frequency, and Scheduling Officer notification requirements (when the reservation is made) are as shown in the table below:

	
	DURATION
	DURATION
	
	
	

	RESER-VATION TYPE
	FROM GREATER THAN
	TO NOT MORE THAN
	MINIMUM CHARGE (Hours)
	ONE RES. OF DURATION PER
	NOTIFY SCHEDULE OFFICER?

	Local
	0 hours
	4 hours
	None
	N/A
	No

	Cross Country (X-C)
	4 hours
	2 days
	2
	N/A
	No

	X-C
	2 days
	4 days
	3
	N/A
	No

	X-C
	4 days
	7 days
	4
	2 months
	Yes

	X-C
	7 days
	9 days
	5
	4 months
	Yes

	X-C
	9 days
	12 days
	6
	9 months
	Yes

	Cross Country (X-C)
	12 days (by prior approval of the Board only)
	As determined by the Board
	6 + 1 per day or partial day over 12
	As determined by the Board
	Member must obtain Board approval prior to scheduling


i) Should a member find an unreserved airplane available at the airport, or be able to reserve an airplane within 48 hours of the time he intends to use it, such a reservation can be made without regard to the restrictions on number and type of reservations stated in Paragraphs (b) and (d) above.  This does not permit use of the airplane for more than 12 days, however.  If a member already has five reservations scheduled, he will have to cancel one to add another.  There is no need to cancel an existing reservation if the member has less than five scheduled, regardless of type.
j) The Scheduling Officer will monitor the schedule periodically to ensure that members are scheduling in accordance with Club regulations.
G. SCHEDULING AND CANCELLATION PROCEDURES

43. Scheduling for all Club aircraft is provided by a computer and telephone-based scheduling system.
44. For cross-country reservations of more than four days and for all flights out of the Continental United States, members shall submit a written statement or electronic mail to the Scheduling Officer stating that such a reservation has been made and specifying airplane, destination, and dates scheduled.  A valid reservation will be acknowledged in writing, electronic mail, or by phone if time does not permit a written acknowledgement.

45. Members are authorized to use only the airplanes reserved in their own name. No member may schedule flights with the intent of allowing another member to use the aircraft without the scheduling member being aboard and participating in the cost.  Trading of reservations is strictly prohibited; however, members holding reservations for the same time period may exchange aircraft.  Flight instructors may not schedule flights for students once the students have access to the scheduling system.
46. Should a member find an airplane available at the airport and desire to use it for an immediate flight, he must still make a reservation for it with the scheduling system.

47. Any member who has a reservation and decides not to use it must cancel it promptly.

48. Members terminating a flight one hour or more before their reservation expires shall phone or log into the scheduling system from the airport to cancel their remaining time.

49. If a member is late for a scheduled local flight (4 hours or less) by more than 30 minutes, any other eligible member may take the airplane for the remainder of the period or any portion thereof.  The scheduling system must be updated if this is done.

8. If a member has a cross-country scheduled, item G.7 shall not apply.  No one shall use the airplane without the explicit permission of the member who holds the reservation.

9. Members who do not  use their scheduled reservations for any reason, and fail to cancel, shall be subject to the following penalties applicable to both local and cross country reservations:

a. Weekdays - A member will be charged for one (1) hour flight time per eight (8) hours reserved (or fraction thereof), at the rate charged for the airplane reserved, with a maximum penalty of one (1) hour per day.

b. Weekends and Holidays - A member will be charged one (1) hour flight time per four (4) hours reserved (or fraction thereof) at the rate charged for the airplane reserved, with a maximum penalty of two (2) hours per day.

10. Members found to have excessive or flagrant schedule violations shall be subject to penalties as determined by the Board of Directors.

11. A monetary penalty will be imposed on those persons who cancel weekend reservations after 0800 hours on Thursday morning immediately preceding their scheduled weekend flight, unless weather at their destination or departure point is marginal.  Those persons canceling weekend reservations after 0800 hours Thursday morning will be penalized at a rate equal to one hour of flying time in the aircraft the person has reserved.  
H. AIRPORT PROCEDURES

50. After flight, refuel airplane, park and secure airplane in its assigned place.

51. During refueling of aircraft, all switches will be turned off, all persons will leave the aircraft, and no smoking will be permitted within 50 feet of the aircraft.

I. FINANCIAL

52. Time flown shall be entered in the aircraft's daily logbook as registered by the recording tachometer.  Before starting the engine, if the tach reads more than the last entry in the log the member shall write "tach discrepancy" in the next space for pilot's name, enter last reading, actual reading, and time lost in appropriate columns, and sign the remarks column.  In case the recording tach does not work, time shall be kept by the member and entered in hours and tenths of hours.

When a member pays for gas or repairs, he should obtain valid receipt that he can provide the treasurer with his next payment for credit.  A member will receive fuel reimbursement (credit) for the fuel cost difference between the club fuel cost used to calculate aircraft rental rates and the cost per gallon of fuel purchased by the member. Credit is limited to fuel purchased at or below the club fuel cost used to calculate aircraft rental rates. To receive credit, it is the member's responsibility to see that each receipt accurately reflects the following information:

e) Name and location of supplier

f) Date of transaction

g) Type and number of aircraft

h) Complete description of item(s) or service

i) Supplier's acknowledgement of payment

j) Member's signature or name

k) Maintenance Officer's signature for repairs only

NOTE:  Landing fees and tie down or hangar fees at airports other than home, or charges for use of over water equipment are examples of items not chargeable to the Club.

53. No member, except for the Treasurer and/or the Maintenance Officer, has the authority to commit Club funds, except as required to return the aircraft to home base.  Members must completely justify all such emergency expenditures.  If emergency repairs are estimated to be $50 or more, or if any modification is to be made to the aircraft, the member shall phone the Maintenance Officer or the Treasurer collect for approval.  If neither can be contacted, then the member should contact some other Club Officer.  (If in doubt - call.  The price of the phone call is negligible cost to Club for the added safety.)

54. If a member is "weathered in" while away from home base with a Club aircraft, that member shall not be charged any minimum for the "weathered in" period until the first opportunity that member has to return the aircraft.  It will be that member's responsibility to return the aircraft to home base no later than the first weekend of favorable weather. Failure to do this will result in minimum charges starting that weekend.

55. Each member shall pay his bill before the last day of the month.  Any member who fails to pay his bill by then is delinquent, and as long as the delinquent obligation is in excess of $35.00, the member is automatically barred from flying Club aircraft.

56. Any member who flies Club aircraft while delinquent in excess of $35.00 may be charged at twice the established rate for time flown after flying privileges were automatically suspended.  The Directors may impose additional penalties or ameliorate the extra charges upon appeal from the member as circumstances warrant.  Payments will be effective when received by the Treasurer.

57. Minimum flight time charges for cross-country flights are as shown in Section F.2 above. 
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